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LENT DIS THAT IT?

I hope that | dondot offend too many peof
sometimes struggle with the traditional practice of giving up something for

Lent. | understand that it has been a way of connecting with the story of

Jesusd time of fasting and testing in ¢t}
whether the practice has, over time, been so watered down that its

connection with the story is now only rather tenuous.

The story speaks of God the Son preparir
message of love to the world. Ultimately, it will cost him his life and he

needs to face that. During this time he is tested by Satan, tempted to give

up what will be a hard road, encouraged instead to go the way of glory

and power. Through all this, Jesusd resc
focussed on the job ahead and why it is worth doing despite all he will
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have to go through to make it happen.
Am | alone in thinking that giving up chocolate or biscuits for 40 days is a
poor response to such a powerful story?

So is there a better way of
marking Lent 0 this time of
preparation for Easter?
Having spent 40 days,
presumably praying and
thinking about his role, his
mission and his work ahead,
Jesus was offered the whole
world. But, in his case, he
chose to decline it for what
he believed was the better
way of His Father. And
historically, in this period of
Lent, Christians are invited to
follow Jesus and accompany
him in his journey of discovery
d about ourselves and our
aims and purpose in life.

Contrary to how the story is often preached, for Jesus the time in the desert
was not primarily about sin and temptation and how to overcome it. Rather,

itds about bigger things than that. 1t0ds
here. What was his real aim in life? What did he really desire, deep down?
Thatds really what the temptations are a
oOForget vyour F adforgerall thiotalk ofhiswissioh fer you -
what do you want to do? I s there not son

have?d And he offers him the worl d.

But Jesus says no. For it is through this fulcrum of his time in the wilderness,

fasting, praying and thinking, and then through the furnace of temptation,

t hat he i s able to say O0ONo0©O. ko do thewilbo d t
of his Father. He has a mission to perform and he  isgoing to complete it &

and nothing in all the world would stop him from doing so.

And so wedre invited to follow hidousent o
it to consciously put aside some time to think through some of the bigger

questions of life 8 questions that we often tend not to think about. Who am

I?7 What do | really want out of life? When Jesus calls me to follow him which,

as this story shows, means that | am called to seek to do the will of my

Father in heaven, is that what | actually want to do? Or is something that |

just pay lip service to, for whatever reason? And if | call myself a follower of
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Jesus, do | act like it? Or is it all just theory?

Or am | stil]l unsure? When Jesus says,
but needs every word that God speakso,
and serve only hi mo,doadmlhave mybdbubts?t o agr ee

In this time of Lent, we are called, in many ways, to strip ourselves down o}
mentally, intellectually, spiritually 0 and to give ourselves a bit of a spiritual
M.O.T. And to many, such a prospect is a scary one 0 but it can be an
immensely valuable one if we are willing to put ourselves into the hands of

God and ask him to help us.

So let us seek to come before the throne of grace and mercy this Lenten

time dand spend some time seeking Godos wi
as to our future paths. That we may seek to truly follow the example of our

Lord Jesus. That we may seek to do the will of our Father in heaven, and

not just our own 0 to the glory and honour of the name of the One who

came to save us and bring us eternal life 0 the One we honour and

worship & Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now thatoés what | would call a right re:

Stan Tomalin

AN OVERFLOWING CHRISTMAS!

Of course numbers arendt everything but
how Hailsham Parish Church was bursting at the seams over Christmas!

In the lead up to Christmas we welcomed 4 schools for their carol services

as well as Weal den Brass, Hail sham Chor
Both the impromptu Nativity and the traditional carols by candlelight saw a

significant increase in numbers but the biggest increase (+36%) came in

our two Christingle services
on Christmas Eve with
numbers just short of 600!
Maybe it will need 3
Christingle services next
year!!

And since Christmas nwe | |
been great to welcome lots

of new people. Who says the
church is on the way out?

Who says Christianity is
dead?!

David Bourne




SERMON SERIES
SUNDAYS @ 8.0am

OWi sdom f or Lifeo
Practical wisdom for the whole of life from the Book of Proverbs.

SUNDAYS @ 10.3am

OWi sdom for Lifebd

Wi sdom for Lifed, which explores the ri
Il tos all about the very practical godly
relationship with God and touches on marriage, parenting, friendship and

work. However it never stops reminding us that this good life depends
entirely on how we relate to God, after
beginning of wisdomo.

SUNDAYS @ 6.3pm

oDare to be Differento

In the first three evenings of February we conclude our series on Daniel.

Exiled to Babylon, forced to work for the enemy, constantly under threat

how does Daniel respond? And how do you stay faithful under fire in a

hostile, pagan world? Sound familiar and relevant then join us for a tale of

kingdoms in conflict and the believer relying on the power of God.

LENT BIBLE FOCUS

SUNDAYS AT 6.30 PM ROM 26 FEBRUARY
0The OQOutgoing Godo
Our speaker 1 Glen Scrivener, until recently curate at All Souls, Eastbourne
Is now working as an evangelist and trainer with Revival.

(

Glen writes &

"The Outgoing God" - Five weeks on the most ==
fundamental issue of all - Who is God? Whileit's & =
the question of questions, "Who is God?" is one
of the least discussed, most assumed and most
misunderstood topics in the Christian life! Yet if
we get the Headwaters wrong, we will have
terrible problems further downstream. Over the
five Sundays we will cover the topics "Which
God?", "The Christ -like God", "The Cross -shaped God", "The Trlune God

"The Outgoing God." A gwdlng principle will be Psalm 115:8 - we become
what we worship.  As an evangelist I'm convinced that the way to

motivate an outgoing people is not through techniques and guilt -tripping
but simply by appreciating again our Outgoing God. To see Him afresh is
to be transformed into His likeness.




LENT HOMEGROUPS

Have you ever thought of joining one of our HomeGroups? And if not, why

not?

Most of our groups meet once a fortnight, spending time studying the bible

together, praying for one another, encouraging each other, and

sometimes (but please donodét tell anyone)

But people often have worries about joining such a group. What if | ask

stupid questions? What if | dondot know
ask me to read out loud? What if they ask me to pray out loud? And so the

anxieties can so easily mount wuntil we t
|l et it go. Maybe it really i1isndt for mec
| f thatds you then can | pl ease encour ac
mi ssing out on so much. And | think youc
does go along to these groups. We currently have over 80 people in such

groups dand | d&m sure that most of them-woul

Christians either.

To help people 6give it a god, as part c
running a special 4 -week course for our groups, helping us to prepare for
Easter. To do this, we wil/| be | ooking &
many of us will have often heard in hymns and in services, but what exactly

does the Bible tell us about this phr ase
will be about.

Why not join us? The promise is, afterthe4 -week course, i1 f you

carry on in such a group then you will be free to do so. But, you never know,
you might surprise yourself and want to stay! But there will be no pressure to
do so.

We have groups on most days and times of the week d so why not sign up
on the sheet at the back of church, or speak to me personally, and | will

then give more information.

Go on.... give it a go..... | dare you!!!

Stan Tomalin

EASTER LILIES

Lilies in remembrance of someone dear will be arranged for Easter and
the list of those remembered will be displayed in church for all to see. The
cost per lily will be £3.00. Again, see me in church or contact

me on 846579.

Many thanks

Evelyn Evenden



LETTER FROM KARLA
Dear David

| thank God and also you for giving

me the opportunity to serve our Lord
2011 in your country; it has been a
great blessing and experience for

me but | apol ogi se
be able to do a second year.

I have been prayin
guidance in my life about it. | feel in

my heart to stay for a while in my
country. | love each one of you and
Careforce, and Hailsham Parish
Church. I miss you a lot but at the moment | need to stay here. It has been
a week and a few days that | am back in Bolivia, | have been just

enjoying catching up with family and friends.

| am not sure what | am going to do here yet, please pray that God to
help me to settle here again. You always will be my family in Christ. | pray
that our Lord bless your lives and ministries.

With love
Karla

HAILSHAM PARISH CHUR CH
VNLDM@R ANNJ FQNTO

This Womend6s Book Group meets once a mol

We have beenreading Godds Desi gn ;thissbook ids givemus

much to consider: about how to live in light of our God -given design as
women.
Sharon James
" Il n January and February we ha
read a biography of a Christian woman/man; these
od's design for include Joni Erikson Tada, Helen Roseveare, Calvin,
Women Simeon, Wilberforce.
Our next meetings are 20 ™ February and 19 t March.
‘ Interested? Contact me on 842381 for more details.

Kim Bourne

.cmnhodfouoday



MEN @ HPC

TEN PIN BOWLING EVEMNG

WEDNESDAY THDECEMBER

We held our annual ten pin bowling evening at Freedom Leisure on
Wednesday 7 t December, 14 intrepid men took up the challenge. As
usual the standard was varied but the conversation and the company
was good. After working a bit of a sweat some of the intrepid 14 then
moved on to a local hostelry to quench their first and to complete the
post match discussion and what should and should not have happened!

WALK & BREAKFAST

SATURDAY 23TJANUARY

At the time of going to press the walk and breakfast had not actually
taken place but | am sure all 17 signed up will have had a bracing early
morning walk followed by a wholesome cooked breakfast at The Link.

FUTURE EVENTS

We have a full programme of events up to July 2012,
a leaflet is available at the back of the church.

WEDNESDAY THMARCH
BRIGHTON VS. CARDIFF CITY,
KICK OFF 7.45 P.M.

Th
Seagu''®
championship match. Please let David Gooding

We are intending to visit the Amex Stadium for this

~

know if interested fi more details in Sunday News Sheet.

SATURDAY 1T"HMARCH-THE L ONDON MENOS CONVE!
0O THE FRICGRISTAN MENVS THEWORLDFLESH & DEVI LO.

The London Mends Convention 2012 is devVc
spiritual warfare. The Christian man faces the bruising daily struggle with

the heavyweight temptations of the World, the
tet conbon wens comvennion s FlEsh and the Devil. We all need to be
TH[ encouraged and trained as f
Spirit through Godds word.

Godds spiritual oOoFight Cl ub
2 2 exciting event in London; we will travel together
by train. Tickets for the convention are priced at

: m——— £19.25. Separate leaflets available, please fill in
CHRISTIAN ) AU sheet or talk to David or Stan.
- MEN FLESH & DEVIL

———— e




TUESDAY 1™APRIL @ 7.30 P.M.

IN THE CHURCH LOUNGE
Join us for another hot potato evening, discussing

the hot potato subject of m:
Unholy Burden?06 while eat.i at
great fillings.

David Gooding

FLOWER ROTA 2012

|l tds that time of year again!
Christmas arrangements and candles away, the 2012
Flower Rota needs filling in! If you would like to
arrange flowers (or have someone do it for you) to
commemorate a special anniversary or celebration,
then please contact me in church or on 846579.

| Om waiting to hear from

Thanks to everyone who helped in 2011.

<
L iy —
c

YOUTH ZONE

At our January meeting was the very
competitive table tennis

tournament. There were some very
gripping games in the rounds leading up

to the final. The finalists were Ryan Coates
and Joshua Tomalin, who had both

played well to get there. Joshua started
off well and just when it looked as if Ryan
might make a comeback Joshua won 11 -
6. Everybody enjoyed the tournament

and were all very good sports.

Back in December was our Christmas
party which involved food, lots of party
games and the story of Jesus from the crib
to the cross told in wrapping paper (a
great idea inspired by the Curate!).

Julie Coates
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Women's World Day of Prayer
Hailsham Branch
WELCOMES YOU

to find out more about us

You are invited to our
cotfee morning on

_9.30~12 am

St Mary's Chureh
with thanks to the Bite-in
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COME AND JOIN US (

PRAYER

On Friday 2nd March over 3 million people
world wide will be praying and worshipping
together during an annual day of prayer,
using a form of service prepared by
Christian women in Malaysia.

This is always an exciting day as a great
wave of prayer sweeps the world, beginning
in Tonga and continuing around the world,
until the final service takes place, some 35
hours later, in neighbouring Western Samoa.

0|

2N

'Let Justice Prevail’

| NP

By then the day will
have been celebrated
in over 170 countries,
and more than 6,000
services will have been
held in the British Isles
alone.

Want to find out more
about WWDP?

Come to our Coffee
Morning in the lounge
on Friday 3rd February,
and also the service at
St Wil fridds
Church on Friday 2nd
March.

Our speaker will be Mrs
Lindsay Benn.

The service is for all, not
just women i men &
young people are
welcome too!

[Take a look at page 26;
50 YEARS AGO: the
service was only for the
ladies then!]

Friday
2nd March
Women's

World Day
of Prayer

www.wwdp-natcomm.org
Registered Charity Number 233242

.. ST, WILFRID’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH

SOUTH ROAD, HAILSHAM

10.30AM

SPEAKER:
MRS LINDSAY BENN

JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS AFTER THE SERVICE

| All are welcome - men, women and young people

10
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NEWS FROM CHRIS & RO S HOWLES
(& JOSH)

Dear brothers and sisters in Hailsham,

We had a very quiet Christmas
and New Year here, so there is not
much news to add to what you
already know. We are waiting for
the arrival of the baby, waiting for
term to start at
teaching courses on gospels and
doctrine next week) and waiting

for the builders to finally finish work
on our house (we are hopeful
things might be wrapped up by
next week). When those three i
things happen, weoll very much feel i ke
and our new lives here properly begun!

However in the meantime we remain healthy (on the whole), happy (if
not a little up and down) and generally enjoying life here with all its joys,
challenges, and opportunities to serve our Lord Jesus. Our first Christmas
Day out of the UK, complete with goat for lunch, was great fun, although
we failed to find the energy to stay up to see in the new year! Maybe next

year-¢. :

With ongoing best wishes to you all, and thanks for your continuing

support. Youdll hear from us again soon
things are carrying on here,

With love,

Chris, Ros, and Josh

Vo T o Smmmmm s e m e T e 1
: THE RECORDS :
| FUNERALS :
| 13 December Amy McCallan :
' 21 December Kathryn Weller !
1 We extend our prayers and sympathy to their families :
1 1



BIBLE BY THE BEACH
4R 7 MAY 2012

To make individual bookings please visit
the website: www.biblebythe beach.org
or pick up a leaflet at the back of church.
For queries contact Catherine Kene on
biblebythebeach@googlemail.com or
07590 047061

ir GOODBYE PAUL d HELLO FRANCINE!

After many years as our treasurer Paul Burson is
stepping down as he and his wife Elizabeth
prepare to return to their family roots in

Ninfield. We will have an opportunity to say a
public thank you to Paul at our AGM.

However, the good news is that we have a
new treasurer in place i Francine Newton.
Francine is normally to be seen at our 8am
and 6.30pm services and we are delighted
that she has felt able to take on this role.
Please pray for her and husband Kevin.

David Bourne

WOMEN 2 WOMEN

Women2Women is a new group aiming to reach out and build up. We will
have a programme for women throughout the year with the aim of
encouraging women to share their faith.

A new programme began for 2012; 35 women enjoyed a meal at the
Hailsham restaurant Callenders onJanuary 25th; and a | oc
gave an engaging account of how God led her to a vibrant faith in Christ.

A 6Col our Me Beautiful 6 evening is planr
local colour consultant and speaker who will explain the gospel, and a
film night.

Al so once termly Womends Br emokessaist s ar e

Pick up a term programme card at the back of church for more details.

Kim Bourne
12



@ HPC DWHY THE CHANGE?
=la

iISham Some people have asked why we now call

Parish ChUI’Ch ourselves HPC (Hailsham Parish Church)?

Why the change? Wel |l I t 0s
change at all . This has always been the
we are described under the | egal measur e
Emmanuel together. More importantly though, the everyday use of HPC
i dentifies a new beginning, no | onger Er

the church, the people of God who happen to have two buildings, St
Maryds and Emmanuel

However, HPC also helps to identify us as the church that mainly meets in

the centre of the town. This will be particularly important for the future. As

Hailsham continues to expand, as many new people come to our town,

few wil/ have any understanding of the
but they might perhaps associate HPC with its tower logo as the church at

the heart of Hailsham! Pray that many will come to find Jesus among us.

David Bourne

BUILDING WORKS

The builders are making good progress on
the repair and reordering of the chancel

and south chapel area. The existing
wooden floors have proved beyond repair
with serious decay below the surface. A new
suspended wooden floor is being installed
across the area extending into the east end
of the nave which will then be carpeted
while the area beyond the communion rail is
being raised and tiled. Later in the year new
chancel furniture will be supplied.

At the same time the new sound and vision
system will be completed with a control desk
by the organ. Finally the main floor area of
wood blocks in the nave  will be repaired,
sanded and sealed. In all the works are a
combination of essential repairs and much
needed improvements to enhance both the
comfort and flexible use of the building.

It is hoped that the works will be completed by the end of February.

David Bourne

13



CHURCH FINANCE NEWS

General Fund Year 2011 (i.e.. Annual Income & Running costs)
We have just completed the annual accounts for last year and they will
shortly be audited for presentation at the Parish Meeting in March.

Meanwhile we are pleased to let you know that our General Fund Total
Income in Year 2011 was £119,300. Key Income figures were:

1 Collections & Regular Giving - £72400
1 Donations (including special gift £8000) - £12500
1 Tax repayment on Covenanted gifts - £12500
1 Emmanuel Gas refund - £4100
1 Legacy gift -£ 500

Our General Fund Expenditure totalled £120,500 and key components
were:

9  Parish Contribution to Chichester Diocese - £65000
M Staff Costs - £10300
1  Staff Housing - £ 9600
1  Church Heat / Light - £ 6500
1 Repairs - £ 4500
1 Mission Gifts - £ 6040

The resultant annual deficit was therefore only £1200; but note that this
was after receipt of the Special Donation (E8000) and Emmanuel Gas
Refund (£4100).

Our main Mission Gifts in 2011 were:
£1600 - BCMS Crosslinks

£1400 - Meg Northcote

£ 350 0 The Childrens Society

£ 350 0 Release International

£ 500 o Karla Cuba

£ 482 - Diocesan Family Social Work
£ 332 - Tear Fund

=A==

Re-ordering Fund:

During the year we also spent £25,200 for new chairs in Church & £10,400
towards the new Sound System; these costs were paid from the Re -
ordering fund which received donations of £14,500 in 2011.

Pl ease give thanks for all our fi
in all our finance considerations in this New Year.

Paul Burson and Di Millar
(Hon. Treasurers)

14
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PRAYER PAGE

(compiled by Michael Partridge)

PRAYER PROMPTHRpring ) 'Seedtime & harvest, cold & heat, summer &
winter, day & night shall not cease' Gen 8 v22

FOR PRAISE
1 Godds miracle of new | ife at springtim
in Christ for believers!
17 Good congregations of new 0ol doé faces
including local schools; inspiring music & messages
7 Karl adbs safe return to Bolivia; thanks
people
9 Communicating Godds | ove through the m
TV, internet, films; authors like CS Lewis, Charles Dickens & the 21st
century, e.g. Adrian Plass
FOR PRAYER
1 Spreading the Word; sermon series, Lent Bible course & extra
introductory housegroups
1 Provision & care for those with learning difficulties - Firstfields (future?), the
Link, Mencap & JPK Project
Diocese; Bishops John and Wallace retiring, appointing successors
Those who teach & lead youth work on Sundays & weekdays; ABCs,
Youth Zone, Salt, Guides, Brownies & Rainbows
1 World flash -points; oppression, persecution & terrorism in Iran, Syria, Iraq,
Yemen & North Korea
1 Carers 24/7 in their own homes & nursing /rest homes especially helping
dementia sufferers; future Pastor al Ca
1 Thanks for the lives of Lorna Thorne, Ron Lucas & Kathryn Weller
PARTNERS IN MISSION
Chris & Ros Howles Crosslinks
Meg & Dave Northcote: WEC International
The Crosslink Trust PEOPLE FOR PRAYER
e 1Roy Bland David Leggett
! PRAYER OF THE MONTH ' Peter Brooks Phyllis Mitchell
1 Lent I Margaret Crisp Vera Saggers
' God be in my head & in my ' Pat Curtis Ted Smithers
! understanding 1 Joan Debley Jean Spring
| God be in my eyes & in my looking | Betty Foreman Albie Stathers
1 God be in my mouth & in my speaking } Joan Goodfellow Michael Tanner
| God be in my heart & in my thinking | Glyn Griffiths Clifford Turnbull
, _ 1 Alma Gunston Peter Walters
1 God be at mine end & at my ' Jan Holland Ann Waters
| departing. :Ad | Tim Welch
1 (Sarum Primer) 1 alvemy
I I Derek Wells



CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 2012

For more information about the various activities each month,
please see the contact details on pages 30/31

Weds ¢ 10.00 12.00 Creative Craft Group
12.00 1.00pm Meet & Pray
1.4% 3.00pm Oasis Plus

Thurs®  9.30f 11.30am ABC Playgroup

Fri & 9.30am2.00 Womenoés Worl d Day of Paadyer
welcome!
4.1% 5.15pm  6th Hailsham Rainbows

53@ 7.00pm 4"Hai |l sham St Marydés Browni e
7.1% 8.45pm  @hHailsham Guides

SUNDAY 5" FEBRUARY: The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

8.00am Holy Communion (B@Fdom from God. Proverbs 1
10.30am All Age Special with crethe.God who gives life. (John 11)
6.30pm Evening Prayefeld to account. Daniel 4
Mon & 6.1 7.45pm  1st Hailsham Guides
7.30pm Meeting Poinisleyt he Roy al Horti cul i
flagship garden; with Ray Waite
7.30pm Bellringing practice
Tues T 9.30am Oasis

Weds 8 10.00 12.00 Creative Craft Group
12.00 1.00pm Meet & Pray
1.4% 3.00pm Oasis Plus
2.0® 3.30pm Crafty Companions

Thurs 9 9.30i 11.30am ABC Playgroup

Fri 10 9.30aml2.00 The Bite In
4.1% 5.15pm  6th Hailsham Rainbows

53 7.00pm 4 Hai |l sham St Maryds Browni e
7.19 8.45pm  6hHailsham Guides

Sat 1t 7.00pm Youth Zon&irls Night/Boys Night

7.30pm Prom Praise in Eastbourne

SUNDAY 12" FEBRUARY: The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion (B@Rydom for life. Proverbs 2
10.30am Morning Service wi t Wisdomforc he

work. Proverbs @, 11

2.45pm Holy Communion at Emmanuel
6.30pm Evening Pray@ihe writing is on the wall. Daniel 5

Mon 18 7.30pm Bellringing practice

16



Weds 15 10.00 12.00

12.00 1.00pm
2.0@ 3.30pm
Fri 17 9.30am12.00

Creative Craft Group
Meet & Pray

Crafty Companions
The Bite In

SUNDAY 19" FEBRUARY: The Last Sunday after Epiphany

8.00am
10.30am

6.30pm
Mon 20 6.1% 7.45pm

7.30pm
Tues 21 9.30am

Weds 22 10.00 12.00
11.00am
1.4% 3.00pm
2.0@ 3.30pm
7.45pm

Thurs 28 9.30i 11.30am

Fri 24 9.30arm12.00
4.1% 5.15pm

5.3@ 7.00pm
7.1% 8.45pm

Holy Communion (B@F3dom for work. Proverbs 6

Holy Communi on wit hWisdamfar h e
speech. Proverbs 12 28

EveningPrayérn t he | i onds den. D¢

1st Hailsham Guides
Women's Book Group
Bellringing practice
Oasis

Creative Craft Group

Holy Communion (Ash Wednesday)

Oasis Plus

Crafty Companions

Evening Meet & Pray

ABC Playgroup

The Bite In

6th Hailsham Rainbows

4fHai |l sham St Maryos Browni
6 Hailsham Guides

SUNDAY 26" FEBRUARY: The First Sunday of Lent

8.00am
10.30am

6.30pm

Mon 2% 6.1% 7.45pm
7.30pm

Tues 28  9.30am

Weds 29 10.00 12.00
12.0@ 1.00pm

1.4% 3.00pm
2.0® 3.30pm

Holy Communion (B@Rydom for parents. Proverbs 4
Morning Service wi t Wisdomforc he
friendship. Proverbs 3716

Lent Bible Focus with Glen ScriveeeQutgoing Goghich
God?

1st Hailsham Guides

Bellringing practice

Oasis

Creative Craft Group

Meet & Pray

Oasis Plus
Crafty Companions
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